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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK - January 22, 2021
The Declaration of Faith
The pageantry of the Inauguration is short-lived. My Beloved, do not think
about the WAY you are now, or the circumstances currently around you.
Jesus has called you, not only to be His disciples, but also to think about
what you WILL be like.
In 2016, people didn’t want business as usual. In 2020, people are thinking about a return to normal.
Friends, we do not want (only) everything to be back to normal. We desire the Super-normal!
The Bible was at the Inauguration. The word inauguration means beginning. We have already known
about the Beginning. Genesis chapter 1 says “In the Inauguration (the beginning, the commence of
something new and fresh, a possible change in the direction)...” We are already living the beginning;
we have confidence in the multitudes of proven, powerful promises for healing and health given to
you from Genesis to Revelation. We can take comfort knowing Romans 12:2: “And do not be
conformed to this world (any longer with its superficial values and customs), but be transformed and
progressively changed (as you mature spiritually) by the renewing of your mind (focusing on godly
values and ethical attitudes), so that you may prove (for yourselves) what the will of God is, that
which is good and acceptable and perfect (in His plan and purpose for you).”
Are there times when you feel (or you know others say) that life is unfair? My Beloved, that is a true
statement for people of faith, because you have God going before you. Just as Jesus called the
disciples, 2000 years ago, Jesus continues to call disciples like you to be children of His Father,
adopted through baptism, into His family. What comfort and joy!!
In John chapter 14, Jesus tells us, “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in
Me.” He goes on to explain what He means by this in the next 31 verses. In 2021, make your
declaration of faith. This is your year to be transformed--not because 2021 will be better than 2020 or
a year of potential prosperity or political claims. Psalm 91 speaks about expressing our faith: “This I
declare about the LORD: He alone is my refuge, my place of safety; he is my God, and I trust him.”
My friends, imagine what things sound like when you say the opposite of the Truth. That is, try saying
Psalm 91 that way…. “I will say of the LORD, "He is NOT my refuge and NOT my fortress.” Let this
not be so! I encourage you to focus your time and energy on being a disciple:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

read the Bible
make a “Blessings 2021” calendar
call your brothers and sisters
be someone’s miracle
build each other up
let go of past hurts (luggage fees are way to high)
tell others about the peace at Peace In Christ!

Let’s look forward to the many declarations of faith in action that will be occurring at Peace In Christ.
We’re working on plans for distributing food baskets to the community and hosting a community
paper shredding event, among other things. As always, we continue celebrating the glory of God with
music and praying over loved ones and for a renewing of the Spirit. Let us lay hold of the promise:
“Behold, I will bring… health and healing; I will heal them and reveal to them the abundance of peace
and truth.” (Jeremiah 33:6)
Continue to practice your Social Witnessing.
Blessings,
~ Rev. Dr. John P. Jakupciak, SMP

The Sixth Commandment
You shall not commit adultery.
What does this mean? We should fear
and love God so that we lead a sexually
pure and decent life in what we say and
do, and husband and wife love and
honor each other.

Find an interactive version of the Small
Catechism at https://catechism.cph.org/

========================================================

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES DURING SERVICE
A core group has been attending services in person since we resumed live services. They were asked
if they were OK with doing the responses in the service while wearing masks properly and maintaining
the 6 foot distance rule. As a result of their aﬃrmative answers, we will start doing responses as a
group beginning with the January 24 service.
~ Rev. Richard Benjamin
===================

THE COX FAMILY
Some of you may have heard that a water pipe broke in the Coxes’ rental home while they were on a
two-week vacation. Everything in the basement was ruined, and they have to discard all soft items
throughout the house (clothing, fabric covered furniture, beds) because of the mold that ﬁlled the
house. They are temporarily living in a hotel room while the basement is drained and repaired, which
will be at least two weeks of work. Two adults, three children and a big dog in one hotel room – that is
a challenge! If you are so moved, consider sending them a check or prepaid credit card to help them
re-buy everything they lost. They have not asked for any help, but I am sure it would be appreciated. I

suggest sending anything to his church to assure delivery. Richard Cox, Ascension Lutheran Church,
7415 Buchanan St, Landover Hills, MD 20784.
~ Rev. Richard Benjamin
===============================

THAT STIMULUS CHECK. . .
Many people have suffered ﬁnancially since the pandemic began. If you have been blessed to avoid a
loss of income, here's something to prayerfully consider. Why not give any government stimulus funds
you receive to help those in our community who need assistance with food or shelter?
● Glade Valley Community Services
● Frederick Rescue Mission
● The Religious Coalition of Frederick (especially the Hayward House project)

====================

IN OUR PRAYERS
Your prayers are solicited. . .
● Health needs
○ Katherine & Ron Gilbert ~ tested positive for COVID-19 (1/17)
○ Pastor Vern in AZ ~ recovery from COVID-19 (12/20)
○ Mike (friend of Carseys) ~ diagnosed with stage 4 colon cancer, undergoing chemo
starting 12/7 (12/3)
○ Christin Wehde (Staale Johannessen’s sister) ~ continued recovery after brain surgery
(updated 11/16)
○ Laura Stanley (Kim Lewis’ aunt) ~ continues to battle COVID-19; other family members
have recovered (11/22)
● Other needs
○ Cox family, after their basement ﬂood (1/14)
○ Josie & Arron Ochs, as they await the birth of their ﬁrst child (12/13)
○ Missy and Cody ~ for better relationship between son and mother (12/13)
● Bereavements
○ Family of Barry Hostetter (12/27)
● Peace in Christ shut-in members/families:
○ Mary Jane Wagstaff
○ Ed Schlesinger ~ conﬁned to bed (8/9)
○ Bob and Lori Carsey
○ Roger Johnson
● Our congregation and the call process

● Pastor Vance and Linda Becker
Please email any corrections or changes to oﬃce@peaceinchrist.org.
===========================

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
● Monday, Feb. 15 @ 7:00 PM - Church Council (online)
● Wednesday, Feb. 17 @ 7:00 PM - Ash Wednesday service (in person and live-streamed)
● Weekly online devotions (Wednesdays @ 7:00 PM) will feature a special Lenten series
===============

FAMILY NEWS
● Several hard copies of this newsletter are available each week on the small table in the
Narthex. If you know someone who needs a printout, feel free to pick one up.
● An adult Sunday School class is offered in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings from 9-10
AM. John Nolte is the instructor.
● Virtual Choir is gearing up for Lent. Watch this page for more information.
● 2021 Stewardship pledge forms are still available on the bulletin board. Thanks again to all
who helped increase this year’s pledge rate!
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
4 - Lori Carsey
5 - Darlene Quiram
5 - Ed Schlesinger
8 - John Jakupciak
10 - Tom Bolthouse
18 - Staale Johannessen
19 - John Nolte
23 - Dawn Treese
25 - Angie Mullins

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
2 - Gwen Nolte, Feb 2
28 - Maggie Walton
28 - Peter Vrettos
28 - Anna Vrettos
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
3 - Daniel Hoang and KimThan Bui
26 - Tom and Debbie Bolthouse

=======================

FAITH AND FINANCE

